Trigeminal substrates of intracranial self-stimulation in the brainstem.
Intracranial self-stimulation was elicited by electrodes located in the trigeminal motor nucleus of the rat. Rebound jaw movements were also elicited at postiive self-stimulation placements, but control experiments revealed that the lever pressing was not a motor artifact. It is suggested the modulation of trigeminal motoneurons may serve as an important reinforcement mechanism in the brainstem.